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Background Severn Tunnel Junction
Station
The station is situated in Monmouthshire between the M4 and M48 motorways where the two track main line from Bristol / London through the Severn Tunnel joins the two track line coming down the side of the Severn Estuary from Gloucester to Cardiff. From Severn Tunnel Junction westwards there are four lines, two “Main” or fast lines and two “Relief” or slow lines through Newport as far as Cardiff. The “Relief “ lines were built to deal with the heavy freight traffic that served the now abandoned marshalling yards at Severn Tunnel Junction which was once the second largest Freight marshalling yard in the U.K. All lines are signalled for passenger traffic but the Relief lines are typically slower with generally a speed restriction of around 45 mph while the main lines are 75mph and 90 mph for High Speed Trains (HSTs)
By rail the station is 22 miles from Cardiff and 10 miles from Newport to the west, 7½ miles from Chepstow and 35 miles from Gloucester to the north, 12 miles from Filton Abbey Wood and 16½ miles from Bristol Temple Meads to the east. 
Physically the station is located half a kilometre to the north east landward side of the Toll Booths for the new M4 Severn Crossing. The Toll Booths are served by the access road over the steel bridge that passes over the Newport end of the station; this bridge also provides access to the National Cycle path to the north of the station. The B4245 and M48 run almost next to each other parallel to the railway half a kilometre to the North of the station. Access to the station is via Station Road off the B4245 through the village of Rogiet.
Rogiet in which the station is located has a population of approximately 1500. Two kilometres to the west is Magor / Undy with a population of approximately 6000, and one kilometre to the east is Caldicot with a population of approximately 10,000 with a further 2000 in Portskewett / Sudbrook to the east of Caldicot. The immediate close Severnside Area catchment area of the station is therefore around 20,000.
The station has a Portakabin booking office that is staffed during the morning peak. The car park that can hold approximately 90 cars has within the last few years been tarmaced and improved lighting installed. The tarmac and lining was to mark off a designated turning area for the reinstated Council supported local bus service that had been withdrawn from the station owing to the number of cars using the station blocking any safe area for the bus to turn.

The length of platforms reflect the original main line status of the station and scheduled High Speed Trains only ceased to call with the introduction of the cuts associated with the Greater Western Franchise in December 2006.
The bleak appearance of the station is being transformed with work at present under way as part of the National Station Improvement Plans (NSIP) with new enlarged shelters, improved signage, full visual train information systems and upgrade to the CCTV security that at present covers the station and car park, In 2010 under the Access for All programme the details for the fully disabled access footbridge to replace the existing structure will be started. 
As part of the Newport Area resignalling scheme the junction between the two converging routes is being relocated closer to Newport to the west of the station. This will provide an improved layout reducing the present speed restriction for trains diverging off the “straight” Gloucester line alignment along what is now the main line through the tunnel. As part of this junction remodelling the fourth platform will be brought back into use providing two platforms for the Bristol / London lines and two platforms for the Chepstow Gloucester Birmingham lines. This is planned to be commissioned over Christmas / New Year 2009/10. In addition turnback facilities are being provided allowing passenger services off either route to reverse onto the other route without the present need to go the extra twenty miles into Newport and back.
Existing Rail Services

Services on the line

Six regular passenger services pass through the station in each direction every hour. This is made up of the Cardiff – Paddington, the Swansea – Paddington, the Cardiff – Portsmouth and the Cardiff - Taunton services all operated by First Great Western going through the Severn Tunnel. In addition there are the hourly (though at present with two hour gaps during the day) Arriva Trains Wales Cardiff – Gloucester (usually operated as a Maesteg to Cheltenham) and the hourly Arriva Cross Country Cardiff to Nottingham operating along the Chepstow Gloucester line.
Services that call at present

All the Arriva Trains Wales Maesteg – Cheltenham services call at the Junction. 
All the First Great Western Cardiff – Taunton services call at the station 

Prior to the Greater Western Franchise cuts in rail services in Wales the other Bristol trains, the Cardiff to Portsmouth services that operate on the half hour opposite the Cardiff to Taunton also used to call providing connections into and from the Arriva Trains Wales Chepstow line services. In addition to the hundreds of commuters that faced losing their only services to get them to work, the loss of integration and connections with the Chepstow services at Severn Tunnel Junction and North Wales services at Newport have fuelled the local campaigns for their reintroduction.
So far fifteen reinstatements have been won back by STAG along this Cardiff – Portsmouth corridor (the 06:16, 07:14, 17:13, 18:14, 19:13, 20:16 {20:27 M-Thu}, 22:17 & 23:16 towards Cardiff and the 06:53, 07:55, 08:55, 16;55, 17:55, 18:55, 21:55 from Cardiff). Some other late evening services to and from Bristol have also been won back. In addition First Great Western have agreed to reinstate the 18:22 from Portsmouth (21:16 at the Junction) from the May 2010 timetable bringing the total to sixteen along this corridor on this clockface timetable.
Severn Tunnel Junction is also served by two Arriva Cross Country Cardiff to Nottingham services in each direction.
While the last scheduled London to Cardiff High Speed Train was withdrawn as part of the December 2006 cuts, the Arriva Cross Country South Wales Voyager service Cardiff to Edinburgh, (now Cardiff to Manchester under the Birmingham routing rationalisation by the DfT), continue to call at Severn Tunnel Junction in each direction.
Proposed Rail Services

Cardiff to Portsmouth Hourly Service

The Cardiff to Portsmouth service has historically always served Severn Tunnel Junction. Indeed for many years the stopping pattern was Cardiff, Newport, Severn Tunnel Junction, Stapleton Road, Bath and onwards not calling at Bristol Temple Meads. The large sign on Stapleton Road Station declaring “Change Here for South Wales” was for travellers from the Bristol – Birmingham directions wanting to travel to Wales. 
In more recent years the pattern of Bristol services from Cardiff, both the Taunton and the Portsmouth have been to leave Cardiff and follow five minutes behind the London HST departures. 
The iterative process of connections with other services has evolved based on this pattern of service with both the Taunton and Portsmouth trains calling at the Junction.
The Network Rail “Rules of the Plan” identify the Headway (Minimum time between successive trains for timetabling purposes) eastwards from Cardiff as far as the Severn Tunnel to be four minutes. The practice of separating departures eastwards from Cardiff at five minute rather than four minutes is a pragmatic arrangement that prevents minor station departure perturbations causing cascade delays from one train to the next.
The headway through the Severn Tunnel is identified in the Rules of the Plan as seven minutes.

Stopping the Bristol services at Severn Tunnel Junction introduces a total of a 2½ minutes time into the service. Following five minutes behind the London services from Cardiff and Newport, the two minute deceleration and station dwell time allows the tunnel to be cleared just as the service is ready to start away to accelerate down the 1 in 90 gradient decent into the tunnel.
The decision under the Greater Western Franchise to withdraw the Portsmouth services from stopping at Severn Tunnel Junction has resulted in no improvements in journey time for through passengers. Examination of the internal Working Timetables shows that a two minute Pathing Recovery Time had to be added to the service to compensate for the seven minute headway through the tunnel when following five minutes behind the preceding train. Trains scheduled to stop at Severn Tunnel Junction are shown timed leaving the eastern end of the tunnel just 30 seconds later compared with the non-stopping services. The Public Timetable is rounded to the nearest minute. Examination of the Public Timetable will show the departure from Newport at XX:44 and arrival at Bristol Temple Meads at XX:18 remains identical for both the non-stopping and re-instated stopping Portsmouth line services.
There has been general acceptance that withdrawing the Portsmouth services has not resulted in any improvements to either passengers or the railway. However there is a strong directive in the DfT not to renegotiate the Franchises once they have been let to avoid the risk to the Treasury of any further potential call on the Public Purse. While perhaps unofficially accepting that a mistake has been made the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Railways advised that the time was not right politically or financially to start renegotiations of the Greater Western Franchise and advised direct discussion with the Train Operating Company concerned.

It is for the reasons stated above that it has been possible following direct discussions with First Great Western to gain so many reinstatements of the withdrawn Portsmouth line services.
In 2007 the Manager responsible for the Cardiff to Portsmouth services twice went on record to say that if a positive decision was immediately made to develop Severn Tunnel Junction as a Park and Ride that the company would look favourably on reinstating more of the services that had been withdrawn at the previous timetable change.
As part of the 2008 / 2009 examination of reducing the overall journey time of the Cardiff Portsmouth services, the proposal is to speed up one morning and one evening peak service by removing a number of calls between Bristol and Westbury. (See Sections 6.9.6. and 6.9.13 in the recently issued Consultation version of the Great Western Route Utilisation Strategy). There are no proposals to speed up the service by removing or preventing more services stopping at Severn Tunnel Junction presumably because the headway reasons described above would not result in any improvements in overall journey time.
As there is no loss of journey time and there are considerable benefits in both connections and making better use of the existing services it is recommended that negotiations should be opened with First Great Western by the Welsh Assembly Government with a view to making Severn Tunnel Junction a standard stop on this service complementing those already reinstated.

This will provide a service in each direction that is half an hour opposite to the existing Taunton service throughout the day without the need for the provision of any additional trains. 
Maesteg to Cheltenham Hourly Service
Chepstow historically had a basic hourly service though at somewhat erratic times, finishing early in the evening and with limited through services onwards to Gloucester. Almost half the services terminated at Chepstow before returning to Cardiff (The 1991 timetable shows the following fourteen weekday departures from Chepstow to Cardiff :- 06:27, 07:25, 08:04, 09:54, 10:47, 11:39, 12:43, 13:42, 14:39, 15:41, 16:42, 17:30, 18:39, 19:50 of which five started at Chepstow and one from Lydney). The desire to extend more services through to Gloucester and beyond and also to extend into the evening while being limited by the resource implications resulted in stretching the interval between services. 
With the Arriva Trains Wales franchise a clockface timetable was introduced with services leaving at approximately the same minutes past the hour. 
The then thirteen services a day resulted in alternate one hour and two hour gaps. 
Within the thirteen services it was possible to cover the evening peak with an hourly service but that was all. 
The DfT Franchise for the Cross Country service between Nottingham and Cardiff calls for two trains a day to stop at all the Chepstow line stations. From England the two down Arriva Cross Country services to Cardiff provide a basic westbound morning commuter service across the border into Wales. 
However under the Welsh Assembly Government’s controlled Arriva Trains Wales Franchise, Chepstow today remains without an inwards commuting service for anyone living in Wales. No service from the west arrives between 07:48 and 09:48 in the morning. 
In January 2006 the South East Wales Transport Alliance (SEWTA) issued its Rail Strategy Study identifying the need for service frequency level improvements on this line. 
In 2007 the WAG and the DfT jointly issued the Wales Rail Planning Assessment. This Demand Based Study looked at the growth in rail usage. It identified and included the proposal for the enhancement of these services. 
This proposal backed by the Town and County Council was included in the Draft Regional Transport Plan issued by SEWTA with a target implementation in 2010.
While not seen in the WAG 2008 Rail Forward Programme, this proposal for filling the two hour gaps in the service having been in both WAGs and SEWTAs Transport Documents for several years, while not in the 2010 Timetable, is assumed that it will be implemented in the near future.
This service operates in each direction at approximately a quarter of an hour apart from the First Great Western Taunton and Portsmouth (Bristol) services and provides the third “fifteen minute” interval service for the Park and Ride between Severn Tunnel Junction and Newport / Cardiff.

Maesteg to Cheltenham Half Hourly Service

The provision of a half hourly service to Chepstow has been proposed for many years. 
At the time of the Ebbw Vale Flower Festival in the early 1990’s Regional Railways was working up support to reintroduce a service to Ebbw Vale from Cardiff via a reversal at Newport. 
In the event sufficient funding could not be sourced to enable the service to be introduced in time for the Festival. 
Part of this Ebbw Vale proposal also included the proposal to introduce a Newport to Chepstow shuttle service in the half hour opposite the existing service. (As seen in the Maesteg to Cheltenham item above in the 1990s there was already a service in operation with a basic hourly departure from Chepstow).
The proposal was that the Chepstow shuttle service would connect in both directions with the new Ebbw Vale service at Newport, providing the onward facility for reaching Cardiff.

The service was based on the fact that the additional hourly operation between Chepstow and Newport as proposed only required the provision of just one rail unit. 

In preparation for this new service and to aid the existing services that reversed at Chepstow, Regional Railways authorised the remote power operation of the crossover points north of Chepstow station from Newport Panel Signal Box.  Prior to this the points were mechanically operated on the ground by the member of the train crew after obtaining a key release to unlock them. Direct operation saved several minutes and avoided the train crew from having to alight from the train.
In the joint Welsh Assembly Government and DfT 2007 Rail Wales Planning Assessment this identified the demand and stated in the Evidence Base Section “franchise consultation indicated latent demand for services to the historic town of Chepstow, which is currently predominantly accessed by road” In the Delivery section it proposed “New Cross Country operator to consider the case for two trains per hour stopping at Chepstow”.
In the event the DfT specified two trains per DAY instead of the two trains per HOUR as included in their own Evidence Based Report. It is these services that provide the inwards commuting service from England in the morning as mentioned in the Maesteg to Cheltenham Section above.

The half hourly service was included in the SEWTA Prioritised Investment Programme issued March 2007 stating “additional hourly Chepstow service, coupled with an improved Gloucester service also being required. These proposals are all contained within either the SEWTA 5 year implementation programme or the further rail strategy between 2009 and 2018”.
The final Draft of the SEWTA Regional Transport Plan, as had the previous consultation versions, included the half hourly service proposed for the year 2014. Mention is made of the resignalling changes to facilitate this, but as has been identified above these are not necessary to enable a half hourly service to be implemented.
Under the resignalling the provision of a facing crossover at Chepstow at the Newport end of the station enabling terminating shuttle services to arrive into the Down Platform ready for direct departure is based more on financial saving in Engineering terms. In fact it is marginally worse for the travelling public. Under the present arrangements if there is a need to get the shuttle service out of the way of a late running through service on either line, the arriving service will still immediately access the platform for passengers to alight. In the future If the problem is a late running service coming down from the “down” Birmingham direction, the shuttle service will have to be held outside the station until the down line is clear. Additionally there is the minor inconvenience of having to cross the footbridge to leave the station compared with stopping directly opposite the exit today. The engineering advantage is that the replacement pointwork will be on straight track compared with on the curve and this should prolong the life of the fittings in twenty to thirty years’ time.
With an existing hourly service from Ebbw Vale to Cardiff, if the intention is to make the service half hourly with the alternate train going via Newport to Cardiff then we would recommend an alteration to the original Regional Railways proposal. The service from Chepstow should go through to Cardiff with the Ebbw Vale service connecting into it at Newport. The rationale is that for a Park and Ride into Cardiff a change of train at Newport is not recommended.
This service if approximately half an hour apart from the existing Maesteg to Cheltenham services provides the fourth quarter hourly rail service for the Park and Ride into Newport and Cardiff.
Arriva Cross Country Cardiff to Nottingham Service
The “Class 1 Main Line” Cardiff to Nottingham service could in theory provide the additional fourth service to make the basic fifteen minute interval service from the Park & Ride station at Severn Tunnel Junction into Newport and Cardiff. It is also true that this could, like the Cardiff to Portsmouth, be implemented without adding to the overall journey time because of the present timetable pathing slots at Birmingham and departure slots at Cardiff.
However this ability to introduce a single stop on the journey in each direction without impinging on the overall journey time is considered better utilised by stopping this service in Chepstow. The Cardiff – Nottingham service connects towns and cities and is better suited to serving a location like Chepstow which is a self sustaining Town. It is a Key Settlement under the revised Spatial Plan and will form the focus of the region’s future development.
Making Chepstow one of the standard pattern stops on this service is more appropriate and in keeping with the inter-urban service. It is in a strategic location as a Key Settlement in the Capital Network linking directly across the border to the Birmingham and Midlands economic area.
This also follows the proposals included in the joint Welsh Assembly Government and DfT 2007 Rail Wales Planning Assessment for the Cross Country service to serve Chepstow.
The half hourly Gloucester line stopping services in addition to providing the Park & Ride link will also provide a high capacity fast public transport link to the high population area of Caldicot. Good transport links to the areas immediately surrounding the Key Settlements is vital for their success.
The combination of the Cross Country and Gloucester line stopping services will provide Chepstow with three rail links an hour into Newport and Cardiff. This helps deliver the high capacity “turn up and go” services under the Spatial Plan to give confidence in transferring to Public Transport.
These proposals and provision of Park and Ride at Severn Tunnel Junction are therefore intended to support and not undermine the Key Settlement strategy of the Wales Spatial Plan.
For the full report which details why the main line Arriva Cross Country services can call at Chepstow without in any way increasing the overall journey times and retain the existing Newport and Gloucester departure times see the Better Trains for Chepstow (BT4C) website www.bettertrains4chepstow.co.uk

Improved Rail to Rail Connections and Integration
Chepstow Line Service connections
The proposed Rail Services as detailed in this report will provide a significant improvement in Rail to Rail connections and Integration.
Under the present timetable arrangements services on and off the Chepstow line connect in both directions with the Portsmouth line services at Severn Tunnel Junction. They do not connect with the Taunton line services. They also do not connect with either the Portsmouth or Taunton line services at Newport.
Reinstatement of the remaining Portsmouth line services through the whole of the day along with the hourly service on the Chepstow line will provide a significant improvement in connectivity on and off the Chepstow line.
It is hoped that the half hourly Chepstow line service proposed will in the future be able to be timetabled to provide connections on and off the existing Taunton line services at Severn Tunnel Junction thereby vastly improving the integration of services in the area and further adding to the appeal and confidence in using public transport.

North South Corridor connections
The northbound services from Newport up the Abergavenny line are basically hourly Cardiff to Holyhead and half an hour apart the Carmarthen to Manchester services.
Originally the Severnside area was served by trains coming from Bristol that either using the direct Maindee East Curve or alternatively reversing at Newport continued north up the North South corridor through Abergavenny.
Under the present arrangements under the clockface timetables the Taunton to Cardiff arriving at Newport at XX:58 provides a connection into the Manchester service departing at XX:05. In the reverse direction the Manchester arriving at XX:30 or 34 provides a connection into the XX:44 Cardiff to Portsmouth departure.
With the Holyhead service the Portsmouth to Cardiff arriving at Newport at XX:27 makes a connection into the XX:34 Holyhead departure. In the return direction the XX:59 arrival from Holyhead provides a connection into the XX:15 Cardiff to Taunton service.
As can be seen the withdrawal of the Portsmouth services from the Severnside area under the Greater Western Franchise meant that while there is a connection into the Manchester there is no connection in the return direction, and while there is a connection off the southbound Holyhead service there is no connection into the northbound service.

The result of this Franchise specification was the effective severing of Public Transport connections to and from North Wales from the Severnside Area.

The service proposals as part of the Park & Ride by having the hourly Portsmouth service once again calling throughout the day will reconnect the Severnside Area with both the Manchester and Holyhead services in both directions at Newport. This will provide the North South rail connection advocated in “One Wales”.

Motorway and Road Proposals

M48 Link roads

The M48 runs only half a Kilometre north of Severn Tunnel Junction station with the B4245 close to the motorway in between.
The proposal is for link roads between the motorway and the B4245.

At Junction 21 of the M4 and M48 near Tockington in England it is proposed that the motorway signage directs Cardiff and Newport along the M4 as now but that the M48 in addition to Chepstow identifies the route as “Park & Ride Cardiff and Newport”.
This will divert traffic coming from the M4 and M5 directly onto the lightly used M48 and with the slip road off between Caldicot and Rogiet feed into the Park and Ride Transport Hub at Severn Tunnel Junction.

While the M4 is a similar distance away on the other side trapping traffic coming north up the M5 and via the M49 onto the new Severn Bridge is less straight forward. Further investigation would need to be made into the viability and desirability of a connection from around the Toll Booth area of the M4.
B4245 Link roads

There has been mounting pressure for a relief road around Magor / Undy to divert the through traffic from the east heading for the M4 at the Magor Motorway interchange. 
The effectiveness of the Bus link from Magor to Severn Tunnel Junction has been adversely affected by traffic congestion at peak times in the Magor / Undy area.

The short link off the B4245 onto the M48 would divert the motorway bound traffic from passing through the residential area and would avoid the need for a lengthy By-pass road that is being campaigned for by local residents.
The present access to Severn Tunnel Junction station is down Station Road through the residential area of Rogiet, passing the school entrance. The entrance to the west end of the station and car park is via a three way “Y” junction. The left hand fork is for the station, the right hand fork to new housing and Network Rail Infrastructure yard and straight on over the steel road bridge across the line towards the Toll Booths. It is far from ideal as a road layout and is not really suitable for increased road usage.
It is proposed that another slip road off the B4245 between Caldicot and Rogiet provides access to the eastern end of the station.
Car Park, Bus and Coach Interchange
Car Park

It is proposed that the present Station Car Park on built up ground next to the station entrance should primarily be converted for use as  a turning area, Bus and Coach stops and waiting shelters, Taxi Rank, Drop off / Pick up point, short stay waiting, Bicycle and Motorbike parking areas and Disabled Parking.

A new Car Park extending eastwards from the end of the Rogiet Playing field should be laid out to accommodate 300 – 400 parking spaces. If laid out on the flat it would allow double decking if at some time in the future growth and demand should dictate.

The main entrance to The Car Park would be from the new slip road off the B4245.

As practiced in London and the Isle of White consideration should be given to the provision of Docking Stations for electric cars to encourage their use for commuters making the short (maximum 40 mile) journey to the station, helping in the reduction of emissions from road vehicles.
Bus Services

At present there are basically two service busses an hour in each direction that pass along the B4245 north of the station.

These services cover the length of the immediate Severnside area including the area between Chepstow and Portskewett through Pwllmeyric.  

As commercial through services they do not go down “dead ends” and hence do not serve Mathern or come down to the station at Severn Tunnel Junction.

The nearest Bus Stop on these services to the station is at Rogiet Pool some 8 – 10 minutes walk from the platforms.

While used by some rail passengers the distance is seen as discouraging; resulting in greater use of private cars to get to the station.
The use of Quality Bus Partnerships is considered necessary to maximise the use and integration of bus services with the Transport Hub.

Bicycles

Secure storage / security is needed to encourage the use of bikes as a means of getting to and from the station.

It is noticeable that at many stations the growing use of bikes has meant that it is becoming more and more difficult to find places to secure them. In providing securing stands for bikes consideration should be given to a modal shift towards using bikes and considerable additional provision should be made than has been the practice in the past
Improved signage and retention of at least bike access from the west end should be included to give direct access to the National Cycle Route 4 that runs along the estuary side of the station.
With the use of just a mobile phone and credit card, Bike hire is now available 24 hours a day 7 days a week. While in use at stations in south east England but not seen yet at any railway stations in Wales, consideration should be given to the support of this type of bike hire (as operated by the OYBike Hire Company and similar firms). As the National Cycle Route 4 runs along the Gwent levels at the back of the station away from the main roads, provision for bike hire should be made at Severn Tunnel Junction.

 Footpath

A recent private development proposal for housing on the Brownfield site of the old Severn Tunnel Junction Engine sheds would have extended housing half way from Caldicot towards Severn Tunnel Junction station. 
As part of the plan the Developer was proposing to tarmac and light the “Ash Path” that runs from the station to the end of the development site. This would have provided a direct lit footpath from the high density housing end of Caldicot to the station and to the school at Rogiet. The total length would be approximately one kilometre. The present walking route up to the B4245 and along the unlit section of this main road between Caldicot and Rogiet and down through station road is some 2½ kilometres.
The development was rejected primarily on two grounds. The existing site was commercial rather than residential. Secondly the wish to avoid the housing of Caldicot merging with housing from Rogiet and hence Rogiet losing it’s separate identity.
The provision of the link road and station car park would provide a defining line preventing any further pressure on housing merging the two locations.

As part of the provision of the Car Park consideration should be given to see if a direct lit footpath could be included to encourage more people to walk rather than use their cars to get to and from Caldicot and Severn Tunnel Junction station.
Station Facilities
Present Facilities

The building of the new Platform 4 to accommodate the higher speed junction as part of the Newport Area Resignalling, along with the National Station Improvement Plan providing new shelters, signage, train information and CCTV security etc. is providing a modern updated look to the station.
This will be complimented by the Access for All disabled footbridge due to be developed in 2010, providing full disabled access to all platforms.

New Facilities

A new booking Office / waiting room of the type proposed by Network Rail in their GRIP 3 Report on the station development would be ideal.

This would include passive provision for a retail unit as well as replacing the existing Portaloo toilets with proper toilets with baby changing facilities.

It is unclear yet whether the building of the new disabled footbridge will require the demolition or repositioning of the existing Portakabin type Booking Office. If so consideration should be given to using the window of opportunity to provide an updated Booking Office even if this is ahead of the full scheme.
Extension of the Train Information System and CCTV security to the new booking Office, Bus shelters etc. will be required.
Private Development
A New Supermarket
Extensive debate has taken place recently around the proposal for a second supermarket to be provided in Caldicot. The site was to be on what is at present a playing field off the back of Woodstock Way in the centre of Caldicot.
The proposals have at present been shelved but there is still pressure to provide a second supermarket to serve the area. 

It is noted that on the approach to York from the south there is a Park and Ride (Bus) for the city that uses the extended Car Park provided by the Supermarket as part of the development.
Should the decision be taken that a second Supermarket be built to serve the area consideration should be given as to whether this could be part of, and help fund the Park and Ride facilities to be provided at Severn Tunnel Junction.

It should be noted however that unlike the Playing Fields option that would have the two outlets close to each other in the centre of the town provision of the facility on the land between Caldicot and Rogiet would not help the town centre regeneration.
It is noted that Supermarket mini stores are being provided at many stations. A Supermarket with potentially a combined Car Park enables those using the Park and Ride to purchase their shopping before leaving. This can avoid the need for a later separate shopping trip. While this reduction in car usage is helpful for the UK as a whole the immediate benefits would probably be more in England. However even so the money is spent in Wales helping to boost the local economy.

~end~
Phil Inskip

Chair Technical Support Committee

Severn Tunnel Action Group
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