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National Transport Plan
Consultation Questions

The following questions are provided to help structure responses to the consultation on the National Transport Plan.  

The closing date for consultation responses is Monday 12th October 2009.  

Responses to the consultation document can be submitted in writing or electronically via email.  Please forward electronic responses to nationaltransportplan@wales.gsi.gov.uk 
Written responses should be addressed to: 

National Transport Plan consultation

Transport Policy and Legislation Unit
Transport & Strategic Regeneration
Department for the Economy and Transport
Cathays Park

Cardiff

CF10 3NQ

Please note, the Welsh Assembly Government intends to publish a summary of the responses to this consultation document.  Normally, the name and address (or part of the address) of its author are published along with the response, as this gives credibility to the consultation exercise.  If you do not wish to be identified as the author of your response, please state this expressly in writing to us.

Your details
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If you are responding on behalf of an organisation or group please give the name of the organisation here and your contact details below.

	Name 
of organisation or group
	Severn Tunnel Action Group

	Contact details


	

	Name:
	Philip Inskip 

	
	(Chairman Technical Support Committee)

	Address:
	23, Main Road

	
	Portskewett

	
	CALDICOT

	
	Monmouthshire

	Post code:
	NP26 5SA

	

	Tel:
	01291 420783

	e-mail
:
	Phil.inskip@tinyonline.co.uk


Questions

1. Do you think the proposals for integrating transport at the all-Wales level are the right ones to deliver the vision for transport?

	(
	Yes
	
	No

	
	
	
	

	Comments

	


2. Do you think the proposals for integrating transport on the north/south corridor are the right ones to deliver the vision for transport? 

	
	Yes
	(
	No

	
	
	
	

	Comments

	The proposals have not included the re-instatement of the connections of the rail services between the North and the Severnside Area of South East Wales that were lost in December 2006 with the refranchising / retimetabling of rail services in the Severnside Area. 
The proposals outlined in the South Wales East / West Corridor below will reinstate the connections from the Severnside Area into and out of both the Cardiff to Holyhead and the Carmarthen to Manchester rail services at Newport without the need for any increase in the number of trains operating for this to be achieved (See separate STAG report supporting the East West proposals that describe how this can be done). This will provide the One Wales connectivity between the important North Wales and Severnside Areas of South East Wales by Public Transport that has been lost for the last three years and in so doing reverse the trend of increasing use of private cars for linking these two areas.


3. Do you think the proposals for integrating transport on the east/west corridor in south Wales are the right ones to deliver the vision for transport?

	
	Yes
	(
	No

	
	
	
	

	Comments

	Whilst generally covering the requirements the South East, the Severnside Area has not been specifically included. A significant contribution to meet part `d` of Section `4.2 – Targeted proposals for South East Wales   …..  public transport enhancements to improve the efficiency of the M4  …..`   would be the development of the under-utilised facilities of Severn Tunnel Junction station into a major Park & Ride and Integrated Transport Hub for the region.  The Network Rail RUS (Wales) did not factor in there NOT being a new M4 relief road, therefore previous proposals and decisions related thereto need to be revisited.

The inclusion of Chepstow as a key settlement within the Capital region combined with additional dispersed new housing proposed throughout Monmouthshire can only further increase pressure on the M4 around Newport.  Provision of `suitable high capacity public transport`  is identified to deliver the transport requirements in the `Updated 2008 Wales Spatial Plan`. The above proposal, fully implemented, could lead towards achieving some essential modal switch from car usage for commuting, not only towards the capital but also outwards, across the Severn into England.

Additional advantages to the cost benefit ratio might be seen as access to development land in the vicinity which might then include a new supermarket, much needed, the attraction of inward investment and tourism due to better communications and the creation of safer walking and cycling routes.

Key elements to achieving these objectives might be seen as:-

· Provision of a new motorway junction from the M48 to the B4245 between Caldicot and Rogiet together with link road to the north side of the station and Station Road.

· Employing a Quality Bus Partnership on the Chepstow – Newport corridor, together with all other supplementary and rural local routes, in order to ensure consistent standards and to ensure that fully co-ordinated bus services feed into the new transport hub.

· Enhancement of train services stopping at the station. In essence a fifteen minute interval Park & Ride rail service into the heart of Newport and Cardiff from the East can be achieved with only the services already detailed in the Regional Transport Plan and without any increase in the journey times of any Main Line services leaving Wales. The Severn Tunnel Action Group has developed a detailed report of how this can be achieved and this is available for consideration.


4. Do you think the proposals for integrating transport on the east/west corridor in north Wales are the right ones to deliver the vision for transport? 
	(
	Yes
	
	No

	
	
	
	

	Comments

	Apart from the reinstatement of connections at Newport into and out of the Cardiff to Holyhead rail services as detailed in the South East Wales East / West corridor proposals, this section is not seen to impinge directly on the area / activities of the Group. It is being left to individuals to make personal responses if required; there are no other official views / comment as far as STAG is concerned.


5. Do you think the proposals for integrating transport on for the east/west corridor in mid-Wales are the right ones to deliver the vision for transport? 

	(
	Yes
	
	No

	
	
	
	

	Comments

	Apart from the reinstatement of connections at Newport into and out of the Cardiff to Holyhead and Carmarthen to Manchester rail services as detailed in the South Wales East / West corridor section proposals which would provide connections at Shrewsbury into this mid-Wales rail corridor, this section is not seen to impinge directly on the area / activities of the Group. It is being left to individuals to make personal responses if required; there are no other official views / comment as far as STAG is concerned.


6. Do you think the National Transport Plan sets out the right balance between economic, environmental and social factors to enable transport to contribute to the Welsh Assembly Government’s CO2 equivalent emissions reductions target of 3 per cent?

	
	Yes
	(
	No

	
	
	
	

	Comments

	The National Transport Plan can only struggle to set the right balance between economic and environmental factors to deliver the potential that transport has for reducing CO2 equivalent emissions with the present Transport Appraisal system. In the present system an intervention may even cover its costs but if it fails to deliver a financial return to the Treasury and reach a Benefit / Cost ratio of at least 1½ then as exemplified in the recent Network Rail Route Utilisation Strategies the proposals will not be progressed in line with the Treasury / DfT Guidelines as laid down to the railway industry.


7. Achieving CO2 equivalent emissions reductions from transport will involve sustained behavioural change by everyone.  Do you think the National Transport Plan can do anything else to encourage people to choose the healthy and more sustainable modes of transport?
	(
	Yes
	
	No

	
	
	
	

	Comments

	A relatively cheap way of increasing the profile and hence potential patronage of Public Transport is the wider spread of Travel Information. Each Bus Station should include an up to date set of both Bus and Train Times as should each Railway Station. The centre of towns and larger villages should also include this travel information, ideally with eye catching “Special Offers” etc. that are regularly changed so it remains fresh and attracts the interest of passing shoppers. This sort of marketing was once a common site in BR days but has disappeared since privatisation as it is not a requirement of the present Rail Contracts.
A programme of provision of Bike Hire facilities of the type allowing 24 Hour, 7 Days a week availability  for hire and return (of the type marketed by the OYBike Company or similar) along with Docking Stations for small electric cars should be undertaken at Railway Stations, Supermarkets, Hospitals, College Campus, Town Centres etc.


8. Do you have any further comments to make on the National Transport Plan?

	(
	Yes
	
	No

	
	
	
	

	Comments

	Owing to the complexity and implications of the proposals above for the east / west corridor in south Wales, a detailed report describing how this can be achieved has been prepared by the Severn Tunnel Action Group and is  available on our website www.saveseverntunnel.co.uk
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