
You ask me to set out in more detail the investment commitments in the FGW franchise
ajreJment mentionqd in my earlier letter. Firstly, FGw is committed to constructing and
biinging into service a new'maintenance and servicing facility for the.former Wessex
irai"ns ieet of diesel multiple unit trains adjacent to the existing FGW Cepot in Bristol'
ftrls ii pfanneO to come into use from this December. Secondly' the franchise agreement
commits feW to investing in reliability improvements to the former Wessex Trains fleet'
in"trAing ttt" tr"in" ,sed 6n the Portshouth to Cardiff route The improvements' which
vary a;rding to the type of train, include modifications to the electrical systems, doors'
und'erframes,lngines, transmissions, couplings, air systems, engine cooling systems and
brakes. The fran;hise agreement commits FGW to finalising the modification prcgramme

by March 2008. There iJ also a commitment to refurbish the train interiors, with the ex-
Wessex Trains fleet to have been completed by September 2007 A second intemal
refurbishment is also required at a latar stage in the franchise'

Yours sincerely

Peier Wsst
Franch|3o Manager


