Severn Tunnel Action Group

Notes from Team Meeting

on Monday 5th February

Those present:  David Flint, Philip Inskip, Jim Jenkins, Paul Tidmarsh and Alan Vickers.  

Also present were representatives of Monmouthshire County Council and Caldicot Town Council. These included: Robert Greenland, Richard Cope, Peter Fox, James Harris and Tony Easson. 

· To send Robert Greenland the Opinion Survey details

· Transport Alliance (Dave Harris): 

· Newport re-signalling project will increase the speed of rail traffic. This £5 million scheme is set to include better parking and the use of the fourth platform at Severn Tunnel Junction station by 2008.

· Funding from WAG for better bus access has been there for 3 years. A solution is being sought

· Network Rail are looking to put in disabled access

· Plans for a Landmark Site are well advanced. Land near to station and owned by the County Council seems to offer the best options, and will contain extra car parking.  Ideally the road bridge by the station will need replacing: this will cost a large sum of money.

· A meeting is being set up between Dave Harris and Network Rail with the intention of pursuing.

· We should be thinking in terms of 8-10 years in terms of planning time.

· Some of the land we are considering a need to use is owned by the County Council, the rest needed for any development will require investigation.

· Stakeholder meeting is taking place this Thursday.

· Access from any angle causes difficulties.

· One of the attractions of using/developing a station at Magor with Undy is the access to land. It was however conceded that road congestion in the Magor area is far worse than that around Rogiet. Network Rail won’t develop a station at both places. Apparently there are eight possible sites in Magor.

· Carriageway into STJ is an issue because of people using the road for other reasons. However, school will be moving!

· As far as future operating companies are concerned we were advised to work closely with WAG.

· Access from the road between Caldicot and Rogiet was discussed. Likelihood of being able to use the green belt land was thought unlikely as there is little greenbelt left in the immediate vicinity. Cost likely to be in the region of £1.0 per mile. 

· Toll road probably wouldn’t make economic sense.

· Dave Harris strongly advised us to work closely with WAG.  Also suggested that we need to talk with Paul Keable at SUTER.

· £2.3 million from the Lottery Fund is being allocated to the Landmark Wales Project. Eight sites currently being considered. The first bids have to be in by 31 May.

· Brecon Canal is going to be extended to Newport.

· Caroline Anderson is the Joint Chair of Wye Valley and Forest of Dean Tourist Association

· David said he would speak to Phil Murphy about the STJ v Magor options.

Meeting with Rogiet Community Council on  12 February

· Road Bridge considered a stumbling block!

· Need to talk with Arriva Wales

· ‘Tiger Report’ from Monmouthshire CC – worth accessing

· Enough land where the Network Rail Communications Building currently exists

· Access to the station has previously been sought from the Magor end of Rogeit. This included taking using the current road past Railway Terrace, and linking to the B4045.

· Rogeit Community Council support our action

Meeting with Severnside Forum on 21 February

· Problem with access seems to be key

· Concern that we need to get more public buy-in

· Severnside Forum will support our action

Meeting with Caldicot Town Council on 28 February

· Gave the presentation but no time allowed for consultation and feed-back

